. Predictably, the lack of listening skills and a heavy reliance on monologue (especially by economically and socially advanced international powers, including former metropoles) could be treated 'with suspicion' (Leonard, 2002, pp. 6-7) by weaker counterparts and former colonies.
'Research into foreign perceptions and attitudes' was listed by Lynch (2005, p. 15) as one of the three areas supporting the European Union (EU) PD efforts on par with 'communication and information strategies ( . . . ) and cultural and educational actions' (Ibid.). However, there has been little effort to systematically assess how the EU's message is received internationally (not least due to overlooked and underbudgeted EU PD status (see Korski, 2008; Gouveia and Plumridge, 2005; Hendrikson, 2006; Ociepka and Ryniejska, 2005) ). In parallel, there is an underdeveloped scholarly effort to evaluate the views on the EU among the general public in the third countries, 1 mainly due to the sheer cost and cumbersome logistics of administering large-scale public surveys. Existing public survey studies 2 do not exclusively focus on the EU and do not take into consideration a regional perspective.
To address the problem, this study explores how listening practices could enhance post-Lisbon EU PD monologue, dialogue and collaboration modes. In particular, we examine general public opinion on the EU in selected Southeast Asian countries (Thailand, Singapore, Vietnam, Indonesia, the Philippines and Malaysia) and discuss how public opinion surveys may contribute to EU PD in one particular geopolitical region. This analysis uses the data generated by a pioneering transnational comparative research project 'The EU in the Eyes of Asia-Pacific' (Chaban and Holland, 2008; Chaban et al., 2009; Holland et al., 2007; Holland and Chaban, 2010) (2008 ( -2009 ( ) and Malaysia (2009 ( -2010 ). Uniquely, the project conducted a national public opinion survey in each location, sampling 400 citizens per location 3 (margin of error for the sample in each country is ±4.9 per cent). While the surveys took place in different years, this study has comparative value because identical questionnaires were used in each location and delivered by a professional social research company in the native languages. 
EU-Southeast Asia: dialogue between the regions
The study assumes that systematic region-focused comparative public opinion studies are a necessary political tool within the EU's post-Lisbon foreign policy: as a regional entity itself, the EU promotes region-to-region dialogue, thus, informed insights into what unites and divides members of a region in their views on the EU is a useful asset to the incumbent European External
